
Think About It Before You Tell Insects 
to “Bug Off” 

 
 Although insects are small in size, they each play an 
immense part in the food chain.  The insect group is by far 
the largest group of animals in the world.  It is really not 
necessary for humans to try to keep the insect population 
down.  Insects automatically control their own population. 
 
 One example of insect population control are ladybugs.  
The ladybugs eat aphids which are harmful to leaves.  
Aphids are tiny plant lice which destroy several types of 
plant life.  The lady bugs help destroy parasites of plants.  
Without the help of ladybugs the food chain would be 
disrupted. 
 
 Another example of the importance of insects are ants.  
The ants eat food that is discarded by humans.  If the ants 
did not eat the discarded food then everyone would be sick 
from bacteria or pollution in the food.  By ants and other 
insects eating the waste, this helps keep our planet clean.   
 
 Many of our songbirds depend almost entirely on an 
insect diet.  Every fisherman knows how fresh-water fish go 
after insects.  Insects help make our rich plant life and 
wildlife possible.  So…think about it before you tell insects to 
“bug off!” 
 
I got my information about insects in A Golden Guide to 
Insects by Zim and Cottom.  I also learned about insects in a 
class unit and class discussions, fiction and nonfiction, 
videos, and encyclopedias. 



Not Jelly Not a Fish 
 

Have you ever wondered how a jellyfish kill there prey?  
Swallow there prey?  Or even digest there prey?  Well I’ve 
got the information for you. 
 
How Jellyfish Kill Prey 
 Jellyfish use a poison that is as deadly as a snakes 
venom, which is a apparatus for defense and feeding.  They 
attack when anything touches a tentacle around the out side 
of the umbrella shaped part.  The toxin explodes thousands 
of stinging cells that pierce the skin with poison filled 
needles. 
 
Swallowed Whole 
 Jellyfish catch other fish with hooks on the bottom of 
there tentacles they then shoot an oral arm to catch the 
prey (that is a nonpoisonous string) and to wrap around 
there prey to pull it to the moth.  The mouth expands so 
they can swallow the prey whole. 
 
Don’t Forget the Digesting 
 Then jellyfish digests the prey by breaking down food 
inside the cavity in (umbrella shaped part made out of jelly 
substance) an extra cellular process.  The cells then engulf 
the partly digestive food. 
 

Now you know the amazing facts about how a jellyfish 
eats.  Have you ever wondered how you digest your food? 
 
Sources 

http://www.dnrstate.sc.us/marine/pub/seascience/jellyfi.html 

http://www.dnrstate.sc.us/marine/pub/seascience/jellyfi.html


Electricity, is it Safe? 
 

What’s dangerous and goes snap, crackle, pop?  If you 
said Rice Crispies… you were wrong!  But, if you think the 
right answer is electricity… you were correct!  Yes, believe it 
or not electricity can be dangerous if it is used incorrectly. 
 
Learn about it! 
 Safety is important with electricity, but before I tell you 
the safety tips, you need to know a few basic facts about 
electricity. 
 
-Electricity is always trying to find a completed circuit.  
Learning about circuits may help you to know when and how 
to handle electricity.  For instance, if there are two wires 
both connected to a generator and you grab one, nothing 
happens.  But when you grab both, it completes the circuit 
and ZAP! 
-Voltage is the measurement of how much electric power 
things have. 
-Power lines have high voltage.  They have to have high 
voltage to have enough electricity to get to all the homes. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Home, Sweet Home:   
Are you safe in your home? 
 You may think that your home is safe, and most people 
do.  After all, we use it to dry our hari and do many other 
things with electricity.  And it is safe, if you are careful.  So 
just to be safe you may need these few tips… 
 
-Never stick anything into an electrical circuit except a plug. 
Also make sure all outlets have plastic coverings. 
-Make sure you never blow dry your hair, or use any other 
electrical appliance when you are wet.  Water is a conductor 
and so is your body, so sometimes the electricity can cause 
a “shocking” experience. 
-Breaks in the insulation can also be hazardous, so make a 
check before you use an appliance. 
 
Following these should help you decrease your worries about 
your family.  They should be shared with your family so 
everyone will know how to be safe in their home. 
 



Safety Outside 
 As you walk along the street you see a 5-year old 
approaching a fallen power line.  You quickly move them a 
way.  You did the right thing.  Power lines are very 
dangerous.  They are only one of the many things that could 
seriously injure or kill you.  Some others are… 
 
-If you are getting shocked by something, DO NOT grab 
someone else. 
-If a power line falls on your car whatever you do don’t get 
out.  Either wait, or, if you have a cell phone, call for help. 
-To further insure your safety you may want to make a 
check of your home and make sure there are no hazards to 
your safety.  If there is a problem outside your home, 
contact your local electric company. 
 
 Maybe these tips could save your life, or someone 
else’s, you never know!  So, following them could be very 
important. 
 
Sources:   Discovery Works Text Book 
  Kentucky Utilities Safety Book 



A Temporary What? 
 

 Have you ever wondered how a magnet’s made?  Well 
today you get to make your own.  Do you always like the 
magnet section in your science book?  Well, this will help 
you learn it a lot easier.  Just follow these easy steps and 
you’ll be stuck on magnetism. 
 
Materials Needed 
 Commercial bar magnet 
 Finger sized nail 
 A magnetic object like paperclip, bb, or washer 

 
Procedure 

1. Stroke the nail with the permanent magnet from the 
head to tip 20 times.  (Stroke the nail in one 
direction and be careful holding the nail.) 

2. Touch your magnet to your magnetic object.  (if it 
doesn’t pick up stroke it twenty more times) 

3. If you want to you can record your observations 
now. 

4. After you’re all done throw your nail on the floor to 
demagnetize it. 

 
Did you know that when you stroked the nail you were 
lining up the electrons on the nail and making a north and 
south poles?  Now you can teach your friend’s and family 
to make a magnet too. 



Steps in Caring for your Kitten 
 
 Planning on getting a new pet?  Why not get a kitten?  
It is very important that you know how to care for a 
kitten.  Kitten’s are just like humans they have to have the 
right care in order to survive. 
 Follow the suggestions in this brochure to be successful 
in caring for your new kitten. 
 
Feedings 
 Your kitten has a very small tummy.  It can not hold as 
much as an adult.  When your kitten is six weeks old it 
should receive at least four small feedings a day. 
 At twelve weeks old, three feedings a day until it 
reaches six months old. 
 
Dos and Don’t’s 
 Don’t feed your kitten dog food. 
 Don’t feed your kitten table scraps. 
 Don’t feed your kitten liver or tuna. 
 Do feed him well-balanced food for kittens. 

 



Grooming 
 Don’t you just love it when someone brushes your hair 
or rubs your back?  Good grooming starts early.  Follow 
these steps to good grooming: 
 Bathing is not necessary unless you are preparing your 

kitten for something special. 
 Brushing should be done gentle.  A fine tooth comb can 

be used to check for fleas. 
 Teeth cleaning should be done twice a week with a 

“finger brush” which can be brought at your 
veterinarian or pet stores. 

 Nail trimming should be done with very sharp trimmers.  
It is important that you cut only the tiny tip.  Don not 
cut into the pink “quick” this will cause bleeding. 

 
Vaccinations 
 Animals have to have shots just like humans.  Kittens 
will need at least two vaccinations. 
 If they are going to be allowed to go outside they need 
to be vaccinated for Feline Leukemia and Feline Infectious 
Peritonitis. 
 
Play 
This will be a special time for you and your new kitten.  
This will be bonding time.  You do not have to buy a lot of 
toys for your kitten.  Most kittens are just happy with a 
crumpled ball of paper. 
CAUTION:  Don’t let your kitten think of your hand as a 
toy.  You may end up with some scratches. 
 



Did you learn a lot about how to care for a kitten?  Does it 
make you want to go out right now and buy one?  Well, if 
you don’t decide to buy one now I hope you will 
remember this brochure on how to care for your kitten.  
See you around I have to go care for my kitten. 
 
Resources: 
www.cats.about.com/library/weekly/aa060900a.htm 
www.llunaweb.com/kitten/htm 

http://www.cats.about.com/library/weekly/aa060900a.htm
http://www.llunaweb.com/kitten/htm


Macho Moms 
 

Hey Yah!  This is how our 
mothers protect us.  If need be, 
they’ll use force to protect their 
children.  But have you ever 
considered how the mother 
turkey protects her babies? 

If your mind is a blank, 
just read this feature article to 
find out the answer to this 
fascinating question. 
 
Macho Mom 

After poults, baby turkeys, 
hatch, the mother usually gets 
them a little snack.  But 
sometimes they find something 
not edible, danger.  A predator 
is looking for a Thanksgiving 
dinner!  That’s where mom 
comes in.  The mother has to 
protect her young.  While the 
young poults lay on the forest 
floor, disguised by their 
camoflauge, the mother 
pretends to be crippled, so the 
predator won’t notice the 
poults.  That is one macho 
mamma! 
 
The Back Stroke 

When rain falls you 
always have a nice warm 

house to go to.  But poults don’t 
have that luxury.  If poults get 
soaked they could die!  Mom to 
the rescue, again!  The mother 
turkey spreads out her wings 
and puts them over the poults 
to keep them dry.  The mother’s 
wings are like umbrellas. 
 
Egg Heads 

Are you afraid that when 
you go walking through the 
woods you will step on some 
turkey eggs?  Then fear no 
more.  The mother turkey digs 
a hole and lays the eggs inside 
it.  She covers the hole with a 
big heap of leaves.  The leaves 
insulate and protect the eggs 
from enemies such as hawks, 
and owls.  You don’t have to be 
cautious of turkey eggs on the 
ground anymore. 
So now your brain isn’t blank 
anymore.  It is overflowing with 
data.  I told you those moms 
were macho. 
 
I got my information from the 
World Book Encyclopedia. 

 


